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LEARNING OUTCOMES:   

1. Demonstrate a comprehensive knowledge of how forensic methodologies may 

be used in wildlife biology (e.g. in species identification and determining 
geographic origin). 

2. Evaluate critically the scope and limitations of forensic methodologies utilised 
within the wildlife sector 

Demonstrate an awareness of the special issues, legal framework and 
practices involved in the handling, investigation and analysis of biological 

material. 
 

TASK OUTLINE: 

There are three ways in which animals can be the subject of litigation:  

- the cause of an incident 

- they may be the victim 

- they may provide evidence  

For one of these areas you must produce a case study. You may include real life 

examples of cases. You must critically discuss, the types of evidence that may 

be collected at the crime scene and procedures that are followed, the 

different techniques that may be utilised to examine the evidence, and any key 

legislation may be related to the case. 

Your total word count must not exceed 2000 words (±10%, excluding 

references).  Please state the total words clearly at the end of your submission. 

References should be presented according to the Harvard system, please 

consult the ‘Quick referencing guide for UoC science students’ for further 

information.  This is available on Blackboard. 

You must submit an electronic copy of your essay (pdf format) to the submission 

point on Blackboard before 16:00h on the date given below. 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Notes 

Common reasons for failure at assessment include one or more of the following: 
• Not addressing the question at all or in full.  Is it possible you didn’t 

understand the intent of the question?  Read it again and ensure you use 
academic sources and define key terms.  Create a tick list and ensure 

each area is addressed, ask someone else to read your work to see if 
they can spot each area. 

• Errors applying/describing relevant theory.  Check your sources?  Make 
sure you read original sources (often made available on Bb) and read a 
number of sources regarding that theory.  Ensure you define key terms 

and use the terms accordingly. 
• Not drawing on core theory or insufficient core theory used.  Seek to 

focus on key areas but find and read all you can in these areas.   
• Weak presentation, layout, referencing, structure leading to a confused 

message.  Reference all photos, charts and assertions both in-text and 
in your reference list.  Use subheadings and ensure the text within each 

addresses these.   
• A scant answer in areas which just falls short at each stage.  Make sure 

each section is focussed not padded!.  
 

 
NOTE: You are strongly advised to contact the module leader Dr Claire Holt as 

early as possible to discuss your particular situation and clarify what this task 
means for you personally. 
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