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UNIVERSITY OF CUMBRIA 

COURSEWORK REASSESSMENT REQUIREMENT  

Module Code: HSOC4107 

Module Title: Aquatic Environments 

Tutor: Dr Gill Notman 

Title of the item of work:  Examination Replacement Written Task  

Wordage: 60% of module assessment – 1500 words 

Details and Criteria:  

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

1. Describe and characterise the diverse range of marine and freshwater habitats and 
biodiversity found on Earth  

2. Describe and explain the basic chemical and physical properties of water and its 
behaviour in the environment 

3. Describe the main biogeochemical cycles that impact on aquatic environments 

TASK OUTLINE: 

You are required to answer three compulsory questions designed to test the learning 

outcomes of the module.  Your answer to each question should be around 500 words in 
length +/- 10 %.   
 

Answer ALL three questions   
 

Question 1 - Describe the key characteristics of one marine and one freshwater 
environment of your choice.  Examples might include a high mountain steam, a lowland 
river, a temperate lake, a shallow pond or a desert oasis, a sandy beach, a sheltered 

rocky shore, an oceanic gyre, a hydrothermal vent, a seagrass bed or part of the 
abyssal plain.  You may select different aquatic environments if you wish.   

 
Question 2 – Hydrogen bonding strongly influences the properties of water.  Explain 
what causes these intermolecular forces and discuss the importance of hydrogen 

bonding in aquatic ecosystems. 
 

Question 3 – With the aid of a labelled diagram, summarise carbon cycling in the 
marine environment and describe how primary productivity differs between coastal seas 
and the open ocean. 

 
The overall quality of your work will be evaluated using the University wide grading 

criteria for Level 4 (see below) and should include evidence of sound scientific 
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knowledge and understanding of key concepts.  Marks will also be available for the 

quality of your scientific communication and appropriate referencing throughout (see 
attached rubric for more information). 

You must address all of the learning outcomes specified above to achieve a passing 
mark in this assessment so please ensure you answer all three questions to the best of 
your ability.   

Your total word count must not exceed 1500 words (±10%, excluding the reference 
list).  Please state the total words clearly at the end of your submission. 

References should be presented according to the Harvard system, please consult the 
‘Quick referencing guide for UoC science students’ for further information.  This is 
available on Blackboard. 

You must submit an electronic copy of your essay (pdf format) to the submission point 
on Blackboard before 16:00h on the date given via the student portal.   

 

 
 

SUBMISSION DATE AS PER STUDENT PORTAL 
 

To be submitted through the Virtual Learning Environment (Blackboard) in pdf 
format, or in person/by RECORDED DELIVERY to the Programme Administration 

at the Ambleside Campus of the University of Cumbria. 
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