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Carrying out a Distant placement in Northern Ireland: Information for Postgraduates
As part of your degree, if you have a home address in Northern Ireland, then you are eligible to apply to carry out your final year Extending placement as a distant placement in Northern Ireland. 
Key points to note are:
· Undertaking a distant placement in NI is not guaranteed. Permission is given by your programme at the time and is dependent on your course progress and trajectory. 
· This optional placement is not supported financially by the University of Cumbria and you are therefore responsible for your own travel and accommodation costs. 
· You are expected to seek and secure your own placement from a list of approved schools. The placement needs to be in the key stage that you have not undertaken an assessed placement in, prior to your extending placement. 
· Previous placement history EARLY YEARS STUDENTS: Ideally you should do your first two placements in a Foundation Stage (FS) and a Key Stage (KS) 1 class. This means that you can do a placement in any of the NI P1 – P3 classes. However, if you have done two placements in EYFS and so still have to do a KS1 placement, you can only do this in P3 as this class is the only one to match English school KS1 age and stage criteria. Similarly, if you have done two placements in KS1 and now need a FS placement, you can only do this in a P1 class. [A P2 class matches FS stage but KS1 age and so can only be done if both a FS and KS1 have been done prior to this placement].
· Previous placement history PRIMARY STUDENTS: Ideally you should do your first two placements in a Key Stage (KS) 1 class and a Key Stage (KS) 2 class. This means that you can do a placement in any of the NI P3 – P7 classes. However, if you have done two placements in KS2 and so still have to do a KS1 placement, you can only do this in a P3 class as this is the only one to match English school KS1 age and stage criteria. Similarly, if you have done two placements in KS1 and you need do a KS2 placement, you can only do this is P5-P7. [A P4 class matches KS1 stage but KS2 age and so can only be done if both a KS1 and KS2 have been done prior to this placement].
What happens next?
In your first term you will receive an email inviting you to express your interest through an online form.
You will then be given access to a list of approved schools for you to use, to identify and make contact with suitable schools for your location. Once you have secured a placement, you will need to inform the education placements team and provide them with the details for your placement to be recorded on In Place.
Final approval for the placement will then be sought from your course programme.
If you have any further queries about the process, then you can email Education Placements at educationplacements@cumbria.ac.uk
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