


























Step into spring 
savings with Vinted

PROMOTIONPROMOTION

PPicture this: sunny spring days at the park, 
in your local pub garden, and barbecuing 
with friends, all without worrying about 
how you’re going to afford it. With Vinted, 
it’s easy to make extra money for your 
warmer weather plans from the stuff 

you’ve already got tucked away in your room.
Simply list the things you don’t need so other members 

can buy them from you. They get the thrill of unboxing a 
great find, you get more space and extra money in your 
pocket. It’s do-good, feel-good, for everyone. And, with no 
selling fees, it’s a no-brainer.

Read on to learn our tips and tricks for turning your 
things from pre-loved to re-loved.

CREATE SPACE WITHOUT WASTE
Dig through your room and pick out the items you no 
longer need. We’re talking those trousers that don’t fit 
quite right, that patterned shirt that doesn’t go with the 
rest of your wardrobe, and any of the impulse buys you’ve 
only worn once. Instead of throwing them away, give 
them a second life and make some extra cash by selling 
them on Vinted.

READY, SET, RE-SELL
Once you’ve decided what you don’t need, it’s time to start 
listing. Here’s how to speed up your sales:

Create quality listings
Snap some clear images. Good photos are your sales 
pitch, so make sure you use a plain background and 
natural lighting.
Give a detailed description. If it’s clothing, remember 
to include the size, brand, and material when you 
upload. Adding this information makes your listing 
easier to find – and more appealing to buyers.

Perfect your profile
Verify your account. Go to your settings and confirm 
your details. It’ll help build credibility and trust, which 
can boost your chances of selling.
Introduce yourself. Fill in the About section of your 
profile and give a brief description of your style. It’ll be 
visible to the whole community.
Upload regularly. This will encourage members to start 
following you and they’ll be notified when you add 
something new or reduce the price of an item.

Get your items noticed
Enable bundles. Tempt buyers by offering a discount 
when they buy more than 1 item. Just go to your 
settings and choose how much of a discount you’d be 
willing to offer.
Reach out to potential buyers. When someone 
favourites your item, send them an offer to let them 
know you’re open to negotiating. It could be the extra 
nudge they need to hit that Buy now button.

Have an old phone, tablet, or console to sell? With the new 
Electronics Verification service, buyers can pay a small fee 
to get your item’s functionality, condition, and authenticity 
checked by specialists. It’s free for you and makes pre-
owned electronics more attractive to buyers.

Here’s how it works:
List accurately. Choose the right brand, model, or 
platform, and be upfront about the device’s condition. 
Accurate descriptions lead to faster sales.
Prepare with care. Before shipping, delete personal 
data, log out of any accounts, and reset the device to its 
factory settings. Make sure your device is turned off and 
has the batteries installed. Include all the accessories 
and use the original box if possible. If not, wrap it in 
(preferably pre-used) bubble wrap and place it tightly 
in a sturdy box. Seal it with packing tape and mark it as 
‘FRAGILE’.
Easy shipping. If a buyer purchases verification for your 
item, you’ll ship it to the hub using our pre-paid label, 
and we’ll handle the rest.

*On average, shopping for second-hand fashion on Vinted instead of 
buying new demonstrated an emissions saving of 1.25 kg CO₂e. Read 
our Impact Report.

And it’s not just clothes you can find new homes for 
– there’s a whole range of second-hand categories on 
our app. With our new Electronics category, selling your 
old phone, tablet, video games and consoles, camera, 
smartwatch, and other pre-owned tech has never been 
easier. You’ll be amazed at how quickly you can declutter 
your space when you let go of the things that no longer 
bring you joy.

GOODBYE CLUTTER, HELLO 
CASH-FLOW
After you’ve shipped your item, you’ll get regular 
updates about its progress until the buyer receives it 
and confirms everything’s OK. Then, you’ll be able to 
see your earnings in your Balance. There are no selling 
fees, so everything you earn is yours to keep. You can 
withdraw your money to your bank account or use it to 
buy other second-hand items.

Selling on Vinted doesn’t just clear your space, reduce 
waste, and fill your wallet; it builds your reputation on 
the platform. Positive reviews from happy buyers can 
lead to more sales, turning you into a trusted seller in 
the community.

Once you’ve sold the things you don’t need, why not 
do another room or drawer clearout? Keep listing to 
keep earning.

THE WORLD OF NEW AGAIN
With Vinted, you’re not just making money from your 
clutter; you’re part of a community of members coming 
together to keep quality items in circulation.

From the beginning, it’s been our mission to make 
second-hand first choice. On average, shopping for 
second-hand fashion on Vinted has a lower climate impact 
than buying new.* By selling your stuff, you’re giving other 
members the chance to opt for second-hand, and helping 
us change the world for the better.

So, what are you waiting for? List now to turn your items 
from no-longer-needed to new again, and make some 
extra cash in the process.
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MAKING A BUDGET
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Money’s 
too tight to   

“It really is simple to budget so long as you 
remember to factor in everything you need 

to fork out for, as well as saving a little behind 
each month where possible to account for any 

spending emergencies, should they arise”

Need to budget at uni but don’t know where to start? 
Claire Muffett-Reece reveals the top tips and tricks you 

need to keep you out of that overdraft

MENTION
n instalment of your Maintenance Loan’s just come in. Wahoo; you’re 

rich! All that lovely money’s just sitting there waiting to be spent on 
nights out with mates, a cheeky weekend away – oh, and those pair 

of trainers you’ve been eyeing up for weeks. Or is it? With that 
loan needing to last you until the next payment comes around – 

usually the start of a new term – it’s vital you budget accordingly, 
to avoid struggling fi nancially and turning to additional loans 

and hitting your credit card as a result.  
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Need to cut back on the money you spend? 
It’s not as hard as you think, 
says Claire Muffett-Reece

MONEY
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COST 
CUTTER

ot a ton of cash to splash? Nope, 
didn’t think so. Juggling your 
fi nances while studying at uni’s 
hard, especially when you’ve 
outgoings rapidly gnawing away 
at your bank balance. However, 
with just a little bit of planning – 
and a little bit of research – you 
can save on your spends while 
still enjoying the things you love. 
Not sure how? We’ve got you 
covered. 

As a student you can benefi t 
from discounts and offers
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Here are five must-know tips 
for anyone new to investing, 
from setting up a financial 
game plan to getting the 
lowdown on diversifying 
your portfolio. These will 
help you invest smarter 
and with more confidence.

Figure out your 
learning style
Getting into investing can feel like a lot, 
but it doesn’t have to be overwhelming. 
Figure out how you learn best. Are you into 
podcasts? Maybe live seminars or online 
courses are more your thing? Or do you prefer 
diving into a good book? Start with what works for 
you. The eToro Academy has it all—podcasts, guides, 
courses, and videos. So, find what works best for 
you and get started!

This communication is for information and education purposes only and should not be taken as investment advice, 
a personal recommendation, or an offer of, or solicitation to buy or sell, any financial instruments. This material has 
been prepared without taking into account any particular recipient’s investment objectives or financial situation, and 
has not been prepared in accordance with the legal and regulatory requirements to promote independent research. 
Any references to past or future performance of a financial instrument, index or a packaged investment product are 
not, and should not be taken as, a reliable indicator of future results. eToro makes no representation and assumes no 
liability as to the accuracy or completeness of the content of this publication.

Harness the power of 
compounding
Think of compounding as the ultimate 
money glow-up. It’s when your money 
starts making money on itself. When you 
invest, over time, you can potentially 
earn returns on that investment. Instead of those 
returns just sitting there, they get reinvested and 
start earning their own returns. It’s like a snowball 
effect, but with your cash. Starting early, even 
with £10 per week, could lead to significant 
returns in the long run.

Make a plan
First, get a grip on your finances. Set 
up a simple spreadsheet to track your 
income and expenses. Save some cash 
each month for an emergency fund 
(and no, not for those fresh Nikes, we’re 
talking real emergencies!). Got that 
credit card debt under control? Now you can start 
thinking about your investment plan. It’s not as scary 
as it sounds. This plan is your roadmap, setting out 
your goals. Are you saving up for something soon, like 
a holiday, or something big down the road, like a house 
deposit? Think about how much risk you’re happy 
with, and your timeline. A solid plan helps you avoid 
emotional decisions and costly mistakes. Don’t put all your 

eggs in one basket
Diversification is your safety net against 
the ups and downs of the market. If one 
investment tanks, others can potentially 
help cushion the blow. Spread your money 
across different asset classes (think stocks and crypto), 
sectors (like tech, healthcare, energy) or regions (UK, US, 
Europe). Feeling overwhelmed? Check out ready-made 
investment options like ETFs. They do the heavy lifting 
for you and come with built-in diversification so you can 
just pick the ones that match your risk level. 

4

3

Invest loudly
You’ll be surprised how many people want 
to start investing but just don’t have the 
confidence to take the first step. Starting 
your investing journey with someone else 
means you’ll have a mate to chat with about 
your decisions and keep each other in check 
when emotions run high and you risk going off-plan. 
See if your university has an investing club to find 
like-minded people or just start the convo with 
someone—you’ll probably find they’re thinking 
the same as you. 

5

2

5
GOLDEN 
RULES
OF INVESTING Want to get some real-world investing 

practice without risking your cash? Check out 
the eToro demo account. It’s a risk-free way to 
test out your plans and see how you’d do in the 
market. Just download the eToro app and start 
honing your skills today.

eToro is a multi-asset investment platform. 
The value of your investments may go up or 
down. Your capital is at risk. 

GET HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE
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Travel
Like a Pro:
Hacks Every Student 
Needs for Hassle-Free 
Travel

Ever tried ordering food and ended up with 
something completely different? Language barriers 
can make simple things tricky.

But thanks to AI, translation tools are better than 
ever.

Apps like Lokalise AI & Taia, for example, don’t just 
translate word-for-word; they understand context 
and slang, making conversations that much easier.

Or, if you just need to write a quick message in 
another language, AI-powered tools can make you 
sound like a local. ChatGPT is a great solution for 
this.

Finally, it’s worth noting that apps like Google Lens 
let you scan menus, signs, or even bus schedules 
and instantly translate them.

So, you’re off on your next adventure – maybe a 
semester abroad in Barcelona or a backpacking 
trip across Southeast Asia.

Exciting, right?

Between booking flights, packing, and figuring out 
how not to blow your budget in the first two days, 
travel can get overwhelming.

The good news is that smart travel hacks can 
make your trip way smoother – and cheaper. From 
avoiding roaming fees to skipping Google 
Translate fails, here’s how to travel like a pro.

Nothing ruins a trip faster than money troubles – 
whether it ’s getting hit with high transaction fees or 
struggling to split bills with friends.
Here’s what we had in mind: 

Go Cash-Free with Tap & Go – Contactless 
payments are accepted in most places, so you 
don’t need to carry cash. Just make sure your bank 
allows international transactions.

Lock in Exchange Rates with a Forex Card – 
Preload a travel card with foreign currency at a 
fixed rate so you’re not at the mercy of exchange 
rate fluctuations. Some even let you hold multiple 
currencies.

Use FinTech Apps Like Revolut or Wise – These 
apps give you multi-currency accounts, real-time 
exchange rates, and low-fee international 
transfers. Plus, some also offer budgeting tools and 
travel insurance!

1. Avoid Money Headaches with 
Smart FinTech

2. Skip Awkward Translation 
Moments



It works in 200+ destinations, so you don’t have to 
buy new SIMs for every country you visit,

You can save up to 50% on roaming costs 
because eSIMs give you local rates without the 
markup,

You get access to 4G/5G speeds, and you don’t 
have to worry about slow public Wi-Fi – stream, 
navigate, and stay online without the lag,

You can share your hotspot so everyone stays 
connected,

You get to keep your home number, so there’s no 
need to tell everyone you have a temporary one,

The setup is instant – just download the app, pick 
a plan, and you’re good to go in minutes!

Why Nomad eSIM Makes Travel Easier:

If you’re new to Nomad, you can get

15% off
on all data plans using promo code:

or you can try it out with

Dragging a heavy suitcase through cobblestone 
streets or a crowded train station is a hassle, but 
sometimes, you can’t avoid bringing extra stuff. The 
trick here is to make what you carry more compact 
and useful. Here’s how:

Compression packing cubes shrink bulky clothes, so 
you fit more into less space – perfect if you're 
traveling with a carry-on (which also saves you 
checked baggage fees).

Multi-functional backpacks come with hidden 
compartments, anti-theft zippers, or built-in 
chargers. Some new suitcases even have GPS to 
track lost luggage.

Keep in mind that packing light = saving more. 
Budget airlines charge extra for oversized luggage, 
and taxis can cost more when you’re lugging around 
heavy bags.

You land in a new country, turn on your phone, and 
– nothing. No signal, no maps, no way to let anyone 
know you made it.

Usually, your options would be to either pay your 
carrier’s overpriced international plan, spend your 
first hour hunting for a SIM card kiosk, or pray for 
public Wi-Fi (spoiler: it’s usually terrible).

But there’s a simpler way: eSIMs.

Instead of swapping out your SIM card, an eSIM 
lets you activate a mobile data plan digitally. You 
download it before you go, and the second you 
land, you’re connected.

3. Pack Lighter & Smarter with
Smart Luggage 4. Stay Connected Without Crazy

Roaming Fees

500MB
Free

enough to test the waters before 
committing to a plan!

NOMSTUDENT

https://app.adjust.com/1l9ukej0?campaign=feb2025&adgroup=eguidetrial&redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.getnomad.app%2Fdocuments%2Flanding-trial-plan
https://getnomadapp.go.link/?adj_t=1l1rioya_1lk1hw37_1lp1zxbh&adj_adgroup=eguidedownload
https://getnomadapp.go.link/?adj_t=1l1rioya_1lk1hw37_1lp1zxbh&adj_adgroup=eguidedownload
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1 TOTUM UK (Android, iOS, free)
With this app you can save over a whopping 

£550 a year on your everyday shopping needs. 
Reduce your supermarket bills with cashback, 
get money off travel costs and access to 
thousands of discounts in over 90 countries.

2 UNIDAYS (Android, iOS, free)
Over 20 million students use this app 

worldwide. Why? Uni students and graduates 
take advantage of free shipping, promo codes, 
coupons, freebies, giveaways and more on tons 
of your favourite brands.

3 RAILCARD (Android, iOS, free)
Purchased a 16-25 Railcard? Be sure to 

download the app so you have tickets on your 
mobile ready for your next journey. It also 
automatically applies Railcard discounts to fares, 
which can be up to a third off the price.

4 SPLITTABLE (Android, iOS, free)
Helping you track, split and pay the people 

you live with for any shared expense, this app 
also lets you send and receive money to those 
you share a home with, arriving to your bank 
account within one working day. 

5 MONZO (Android, iOS, free)
Monzo is a prepaid card that you can top up 

with whatever income you have and use it like a 
debit card. Sending you notifications whenever 
you spend money, it can also let you know what 
you’re spending the most on. 

MONEY

5 BUDGETING APPS

SECOND BEST
Last, but by no means least, is the range 
of items you can buy second hand to 
further save money. Need a course 
book but did a double take at the price? 
Your university’s social sites may have 
a dedicated section for second hand 
options, or look online on social media 
in your location, as you’ll most likely find 
a student has one up for sale who’s a 
year further along your course than you. 
Charity shops are another great place to 
source all manner of item, from clothes 
to cooking utensils and more. Speaking 
of clothes, those fond of a designer 
item should take a trip to a city centre, 
as you’re much more likely to find high 
end fashion in a charity shop there than 
you would in a village. Thern there’s the 
sales to take advantage of, from end of 
season to Black Friday later on in the 
year. Or why not have your mates over 
to clothes swap items among each 
other? You could even make a night of 
it with non-branded wine and snacks, 
asking everyone to bring along a dish to 
share that doesn’t involve a takeaway!  

YOU BEAUTY!
Another way to be spending savvy is to think outside the box 
when it comes to grooming and wellbeing. Again, branded 
toiletries, make-up and skincare are always going to be more 
expensive, so again do some research to see which lower-
priced options get the best reviews, being aware of beauty 
bloggers with thousands of followers who may well be paid to 
offer their ‘advice’. Need a haircut or colour? Ask for a trainee 
to do the work – who’ll be watched closely by a pro in the 
salon – or look around for a beauty college who offer hugely 
discounted prices to get your hair back to its best. Want to hit 
the gym without extortionate fees? You’ll most likely find your 
uni or college will have a much more affordable membership. 
Or why not dump that membership altogether and exercise 
for free – running, cycling and power walking are excellent 
ways to keep fit – and are cheaper to boot!

Charity shops are a good  
place to find bargains
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TENANCY DEPOSITS
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t can be tricky to find the right 
student accommodation in a private 
rental that matches your budget and 
is in your preferred area, especially 
when so many other people are 
searching at the same time. When 
you do find that elusive rental from 
a private landlord and before you 
sign a contract, you’ll need to secure 
the accommodation by stumping 

up a holding deposit of around five weeks’ 
rent. Once the agreement is signed and 
you become a tenant, the holding deposit 
becomes the tenancy deposit.   
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Got your car at uni and want to keep your insurance 
premium low? Claire Muffett-Reece on simple ways you 

might not have considered

wning a car isn’t cheap, by any means. Besides its associated 
costs like maintenance and repair, you’ve fuel, parking, 
devaluation due to age and mileage and other factors to 
consider. And then there’s the thing no one likes to fork out 
for but is 100% necessary: car insurance. With most students 
aged 17 to 25 classed as young drivers, they’re unfortunately 
seen as higher risk due to being more likely to have an 
accident – no matter how careful you think you are. But there 
are ways to reduce that premium – the amount you have 
to pay an insurance company – so long as you follow these 
essential tips. 

STUDENT DRIVERS
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DRIVING 
DOWN 
COSTS
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Keep track of your 
fi nances at uni

FINANCIAL RESILIENCE

79www.studentmoneymatters.co.uk

“You could put a little 
aside each month 

so when something 
comes up, you’re 

going to be okay, and 
it doesn’t impact your 

day-to-day budget”

hen you look up the defi nition of ‘fi nancial 
resilience’, it refers to the ability to withstand 

unexpected, adverse shocks that impact one’s 
income or assets. Essentially, it means when 

life knocks you down, you can get back up on 
your own. 

I graduated from Nottingham Trent University 
in July 2023. As much as I enjoyed my degree, 
the thing I value most from my time at university 
was developing my fi nancial education. It opened 
my eyes to a new mindset, a mindset I can see 
changing my life for the better every day. 

Now working at a university, the cost of living 
is hitting students hard. There’s always been a 
running joke that students are broke but in the 
last few years, the reality for a lot of students is to 
fi nancially survive through their student years. 
My fi nal year of study was the fi rst year of Cost of 
Living Crisis and I felt the sting every time I paid 
for groceries but knew because I had a game 
plan (budget), I was going to be okay. If you’re a 
student that feels like all your doing is surviving, 
here are my top tips to shift to thriving. 
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Find out more about funding
to help your studies

hen you go to university for 
the fi rst time, it might seem 
as if you’ve been cut adrift 
from your usual network 
of friends and family back 
home. So who can you turn 
to for help at uni if things go 
wrong? Well, you don’t need 
to look far… Your university 
itself provides a wide range 
of services to support its 
students when they need 
help and advice. From 
funding, accommodation 
and disability services, 
through to wellbeing, 
academic support and 
careers advice, they’ve 
got you covered. Not all 
universities offer exactly the 
same services, and some 
may have different names, 
but most will provide 
guidance in the following 
areas:

UNIVERSITY 
SERVICES

UNI SERVICES

85www.studentmoneymatters.co.uk

084-089_Uni_Services.indd   85084-089_Uni_Services.indd   85 19/02/2025   14:4019/02/2025   14:40













o one likes job interviews – and if you do, you’re
much braver than us! And, when you consider
that on average 118 candidates apply for a single
job, with 20% being actually interviewed, it’s no
wonder you struggle to sleep the night before
and have sweaty palms waiting to be called in.
So, what’s the key to being that person that gets
the call saying they’ve got the job? These top 10
tips are sure to help.

EMPLOYMENT
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BE PREPARED
The fi rst step when it comes to a 
great job interview is to research 
and research some more. Rocking 
up for a job you love the sound 
of with no knowledge of the 
company is going to be awkward 

and embarrassing for you both, so knowledge 
here is most defi nitely power. Look at their 
website and social media presence, making a 
note of any awards or achievements, as well 
as the basics such as how the business started 
and the progression they want their company 
to take. Check out any other social networking 
sites they belong to and follow them, as well 
as any management members you think could 
be advantageous to your success. And don’t 
just focus on their business alone – looking into 
competitor companies also shows how well 
you’ve done your research, should a question 
surrounding this area arise.

NO SPELLING 
MISTAKES
This may seem obvious, but 
if you haven’t applied for a 
job in a while it’s high time 
you looked at your CV to 
see what updates need to 
be made. Is it up to scratch 

in terms of design, with aesthetic qualities that 
make it stand out from the rest? Ideally, you don’t 
also want it to be pages and pages long – that 
person who’s considering you for an interview will 
soon tire reading about your job age 16 delivering 
newspapers. Instead, only include previous jobs 
you’ve had that show you’re the right person for 
the job, adding skills you know your prospective 
employer is looking for from the job description 
given. The same applies for qualifi cations – list 
the amount, rather than the fact you got the best 
grade in English in secondary school – and add any 
experience you think will show you’ve gone the 
extra mile to get the job in question. 
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