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Ebook Licensing 

Why Library ebooks are different from individuals buying an ebook (e.g. Kindle books) 

Because libraries want to make ebooks available to as many students as possible, the 
publishers set licence restrictions on how many people can use those ebooks. These 
restrictions often are much more prohibitive than the ebooks that individuals can purchase 
(e.g. Kindle books) and are significantly more expensive. 

The library licences determine such things as: 

 How many students can access the book at the same time 
 

 What proportion of the text can be printed or copied 
 

 Whether the ebook can be downloaded offline, and for how long 
 

 The number of times a book can be accessed within a calendar year 

We endeavour to purchase the least restrictive ebook licences available for each title, but 
the choice is limited by the publisher. 

If you find that you are unable to access an e-book as all copies are in use, please try the 
following: 

 Check again in 15-20 mins and keep checking until the e-book becomes available 
 

 Depending on the ebook platform, you may be given an option to be notified when the 
ebook becomes available 
 

 Use the Get More Books scheme to recommend that we purchase an additional ebook 
licences 

Any questions please email skills@cumbria.ac.uk  
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