

[image: image1.jpg]UmverSIty or oY)
Cumbria R





Basic Definition of Hub and Spoke Placements in relation to the 
Pre-registration Nursing Programme – September 2012 Curriculum
The NMC Standards for Pre-registration Nurse Education (2010) allows for a more flexible and innovative approach to practice learning and a 'hub and spoke' placement model approach may be used.
Hub Placement:  
This is the setting where the student has been allocated for the main part of their placement, it is where their assessment will take place, and the student is supervised by an appropriate Mentor.
Spoke Placement:  
As part of the ‘hub’ placement, students may undertake a series of ‘spoke’ or ‘satellite’ placements overseen by a range of supervisors who feedback to the ‘hub’ assessor.  Spoke placements are between 1 – 4 weeks long.  All spoke placements are deemed to be a formative assessment or observational.  Spoke placements are ideal for adding a breadth to the student’s experience. 
Although the students  require supervision by an appropriately appointed professional for both ‘spoke placements’ and ‘short visits’ there is less paperwork to be completed by the spoke area, as the hub area is responsible for carrying out the assessment.  

There is the expectation that the ‘hub mentor’ and ‘spoke mentor’ will communicate with each other regarding the student progress.

Communication between the hub and spoke mentor is key if the student has demonstrated competence of domains whilst on the spoke placement, especially in situations where the domain could not be achieved on the hub placement.  
The spoke mentor can document how the student has achieved the domain in the spoke placement by completing the comments field in the PAR document and this should, if felt necessary, be followed up by a telephone conversation between the spoke and hub mentors.  

Short Visit:  A short visit is a Placement activity which can last from 0.5 days to 4 days.
It is unlikely that a student could demonstrate competence of a domain when undertaking a short visit.
Students not achieving:

Students who are not achieving on placement should not be undertaking spoke placements.  The decision to “allow” a student to undertake a spoke placement sits with the mentor, even if the Placement Learning Unit (PLU) has organised the spoke placement.  
If a student is not achieving and it is felt that the student should not move onto a spoke placement then the mentor should contact the University Link Lecturer (ULL), or PLU, and PEF as soon as they have made this decision.
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