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UNIVERSITY OF CUMBRIA
COURSEWORK REASSESSMENT REQUIREMENT 
	Module Code: HSOR5009


	Module Title: Research Design



	Tutor: Professor Heather Prince


	Title of the item of work: Assignment 1, Literature Review (Report) (35% of module mark)
This assignment brief provides details of the details of the assessment task and submission format, the links to the relevant learning outcomes and the marking criteria.
Placing your research in context is an essential part of any research project, identifying the current state of knowledge on a key topic, and identifying the existing gaps in our understanding.
Your task is to identify a research question and to conduct a critical literature review to place this research in context. The choice of topic is entirely your choice, and opportunities to discuss this will be provided during the module. You must address all of the learning outcomes specified to achieve a pass mark in this assessment.
Your word count must not exceed 1500 ± 10%, excluding references.
Please state your total word count clearly at the end of your work. This report should be submitted online via Turnitin.
Your references should be written according to the ‘Cite them Right’ version of Harvard. You are expected to use peer reviewed journal articles as the main sources of your information.
This report will assess the following learning outcomes (LOs):
LO1: Evaluate the different histories and philosophies that underpin the practices of environmental, social and scientific research
LO2: Identify gaps in knowledge through development of critical literature reviews.

Suggested outline: 
· Title of research area/theme as a statement or a question
· Introductory paragraph situating the research area/theme in the practice of environmental, social and/or scientific research (LO1)
· Main literature review with the identification of gap(s) in knowledge and the statement of a research question.
· Reference list

 

	Wordage: 1500


	
Details and Criteria: (Please attach additional sheets if necessary)
A successful report will include;
-  A clear statement of your research question relevant to your programme and its derivation related to learning outcome (1)
-  Demonstration of a critical approach to the review of relevant literature 
-  Clarity in analysis of how the selected literature articulates with the research question
-  A clear and navigable structure
-  Appropriate use of a range of literature with accurate citation and listing of references

These criteria will be assessed alongside the L5 Report grading grid attached.




	SUBMISSION DATE AS PER STUDENT PORTAL


To be submitted through the Virtual Learning Environment on 11th August 2023 or as per your student transcript (Blackboard, HSOR5009 assessment tab) in pdf format.
√
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L5 Report grading grid.pdf


 Knowledge & Understanding Analysis Reading & Referencing Report Structure Use of Language 


80 to 
100% 
(AA) 


As for A, but demonstrates 
exceptional comprehension of topic. 
As good as can possibly be expected 
at Level 5. Potentially publishable 
material. 


As for A, with sophisticated analysis 
using ideas and principles well 
beyond those introduced in the 
module. Original, critical work 


Report fully supported by reference 
to up-to-date material, including 
appropriate materials from beyond 
reading lists. Accurate use of 
Harvard referencing technique. 
Citation correct. 


Report meets professional 
standards. 
Clear adherence to the purpose. 
All sections included. 
Appropriate use of subtitles. 


Displays an excellent command of standard 
written English. No grammatical, spelling and 
punctuation errors.  
Written in the appropriate academic style. 


70 to 
79% (A) 


Shows thorough knowledge & 
understanding of the topic with 
evidence drawn from beyond the 
reading of key texts and the 
reference lists 


Shows a resourceful and imaginative 
analysis using ideas and principles 
beyond those introduced in the 
module. Evidence of originality and 
significant critical review. 


Clear evidence of wide and relevant 
reading. Accurate use of Harvard 
referencing technique. 
Citation correct. 


Report meets professional 
standards. 
Clear adherence to the purpose. 
All sections included. 
Appropriate use of subtitles. 


Displays an excellent command of standard 
written English. No grammatical, spelling and 
punctuation errors.  
Written in the appropriate academic style. 


60 to 
69% (B) 


Shows evidence of relevant and 
sound knowledge & understanding  
of the topic using key texts and 
recommended references. 


Shows evidence of analysis using 
ideas and principles introduced in 
the module. Evidence of appropriate 
critical review and analysis. 


Report well-informed by reading of 
key texts and recommended 
references.  Accurate use of Harvard 
referencing technique. 
Citation correct. 


Report adheres to the purpose. 
All sections included. 
Appropriate use of subtitles. 
 


Displays a very good use of standard written 
English with all statements expressed clearly. 
No grammatical, spelling and punctuation 
errors.  
Written in the appropriate academic style. 


50 to 
59% (C) 


Shows relevant knowledge of the 
topic, but lacking in depth and 
insight. 


Report is largely descriptive with 
some discussion using ideas and 
principles from the module. 


Effective use of key reading. 
Accurate use of Harvard system, a 
few errors with citation style. 


Report adheres to the purpose. 
All sections included. 
Appropriate use of subtitles. 
 


Displays a good use of standard written 
English. A few grammatical, spelling and 
punctuation errors.  
Written in the appropriate academic style. 


40 to 
49% (D) 


Shows basic knowledge of the topic, 
but rather pedestrian in nature. 


Report is limited to description and 
includes frequent unsupported facts 
and opinions. 


Appropriate use made of a limited 
range of reading. Largely accurate 
Harvard system. A number of 
citation errors. 


Report adheres to the purpose. 
Most sections included. 
Appropriate use of subtitles. 
 


The work is written to an acceptable standard 
of English. There may be some grammatical, 
spelling and punctuation issues. Work needs 
more editing. 


35 to 
39% (F) 


Signs of emerging knowledge of the 
topic but insufficient for progression 
to L6. 


Report generally descriptive and 
uncritical. Some inaccuracy in the 
material. 


Some use of very limited range of 
reading. Inaccurate use of Harvard 
system. Many citation errors. 


Report fails to adhere to the 
purpose. A number of  missing 
sections. No subtitles. 


The written English needs more care taking 
with elements of grammar, spelling, 
punctuation and sentence construction. 


25 to 
35% (F) 


Shows inadequate knowledge of the 
topic to meet the learning outcomes 


Descriptive and uncritical. Some 
discussion irrelevant to title, 
repetitive. Increasing levels of 
inaccuracy. 


Poor use of reading, No citation and 
no use of Harvard system. 


Report fails to adhere to the 
purpose. No appropriate structure or 
use of subtitles. 


Poor standard of written English. Require 
more support from LiSS. 


Under 
25% (F) 


Shows inadequate knowledge of the 
topic to meet the learning outcomes. 


Descriptive and uncritical.  
Off topic in the main, repetitive. 


Lacks evidence of reading. No 
citation and no use of Harvard 
system. 


To all intents and purposes, an 
essay. 


Inadequate standard of written English. 
Require more support from LiSS. 


Level 5: Assessment Criteria for Written Lab or Field Reports 
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